
There are several important things to remember when attending a horseshow, whether that be as a   

rider competing or as a spectator. These rules are also good to follow regardless of it being a schooling 

show or a rated show. Please become familiar with the suggestions below and speak to your Ringside 

trainer if you have any questions.  

 

Attire: 

Presentation is important at a horseshow, because not only does it relate to safety, it also helps to     

present Ringside Equestrian Center in a positive way. Wearing the proper attire should include: 

 Closed toed shoes. This can be riding boots or more casual shoes like sneakers, but all should be neat 

and free of dirt.  

 Neat and appropriate shirts (preferably with a collar) that are muted colors (greys, black, blues, etc.). 

These should not have any offensive language or images on them and they should be tucked in.  

 Clean pants—either riding pants, jeans, or shorts in summer time of an appropriate length. Ensure 

they are free of dirt or other stains and do not have any rips or tears.  

 When riding or otherwise wearing a helmet, all hair should be tied up neatly using a hairnet. Earrings 

should be limited to small posts.   

 

General Behavior: 

It is important to remember that a horseshow is often an event that many riders and trainers work hard 

to be able to compete at, and they need a quiet environment where they can focus. Please make sure 

you: 

 Keep your voice at a normal speaking level or lower. Shouting is not tolerated, as horses may spook.   

 Walk only. Running may also scare horses and is unsafe.  

 Help out :) Trainers may ask you to grab an extra crop or use a towel to get some dirt off of a fellow 

rider’s boots. Any extra hands are helpful and greatly appreciated!  

 Demonstrate good sportsmanship. Everyone has worked hard to compete today and it is important 

to be polite and a positive role model for others.  

 Don’t approach or feed a horse you do not know without permission. You do not know how they will 

react and safety is a priority for you and the horse. 
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Warm Up Ring: 

Riding at a horseshow in a warm up ring can be a very chaotic experience. Riders may be only walking 

and trotting and others may be looking to complete some practice jumps. Some helpful tips to             

remember are: 

 Ride left to left if flatting. This means your left side is passing another rider’s left side, as it is with 

driving a car.  

 Riders who are jumping need to stay to the inside. Riders who are only flatting should stay on the 

outside track.  The “left to left” rule is not followed in the case of a ring where riders are both    

jumping and only flatting.   

 Always be aware of your spacing. Do not get too close to another horse, as you may not know how 

they will react (could kick out, run forward, etc.). Circle if you need and be aware of where other   

riders are, as you would when riding at home. Don’t be afraid to say “inside” or “outside” to let     

riders know you are coming up behind them.  

 Consider lunging first, especially if you feel your horse has a lot of extra energy. Each showground is 

different, so ask your trainer if there is a designated area for lunging. Because warm up rings can be 

very busy, it may be best to lunge earlier in the day if needed.  

 

Planning and Payment:  

Work with your trainer in advance to decide which horseshow would be a good fit for you and your 

horse and you are prepared  with all the necessary supplies.  

 A check must be suppled in advance to REC to act as confirmation that you will be attending the 

show. Arrangements are made, including reserving stalls and shipping, where prices may change if 

people decide not to attend and have not already paid a deposit. 

 A check is also required to pick up your back number from the show secretary. When closing out at a 

show, please return your back number as well.  
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